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Region  : Europe 

Country  : Germany 

Area of coverage : Berlin City 

Type of approach : Combination of both policy and technology 

Target sector  : Transport 

Target pollutants : PM10 and NOx 

Year of introduction : 2005 

Participants  : Residents of Berlin City 

Implemented by : Berlin Municipality Corporation 

Description  : Berlin is the largest city of Germany with 3.4 million populations. 

The city of Berlin turns out to be the best at taking action to improve its air quality. It has 

developed a very comprehensive strategy addressing high emitters and aimed at decreasing 

car use substantially. The city provides a good example of long-term strategy. It is reported 

that 73 days were exceeded from the air quality standards at the traffic station Friedrichshain-

Frankfurter Allee in 2005, while 40 days in 2009. Similarly, at the background station 

Neukölln-Nansenstraße 33 days were exceeded in 2005 and 22 days in 2009. The city 

recorded a reduction of the number of exceedance days of 45% at background site and 55% at 

traffic site.  

The city of Berlin introduced a Low Emission Zone (LEZ) in January 2008 covering an area 

of 88 km
2
 of inner city. It only allowed vehicles with Euro 4 or retrofitted Euro 3 to enter in 

the LEZ, which consequently has led to significant emission reductions. The emissions of 

particulate matter soot and NOx were reported to be decreased by 40% and 19%, respectively, 

from the vehicular transport in 2010. It also resulted in a change in the overall composition of 

the vehicles fleet in Berlin. In 2009, 88% of the cars driving in Berlin both inside and outside 

the LEZ had a minimum of Euro 4 standard. 

All new municipal cars are planned to be equipped with a diesel particle filter (DPF) and 

where possible best-available emission standards. The busses are planned to be almost 

completely modernized to Enhanced Environmentally Friendly Vehicle (EEV)-standard (i.e. 

EURO 6). About 100 buses with Euro 3 standard would be retrofitted with a Selective 

Catalytic Reduction Technology (SCR) filter systems by 2013 in order to reach EEV-

standard.  

Between 2003 and 2009, the number of paid parking spaces increased by 74% with special 

regulations for residents, guests and companies. The parking policy coordinated at regional 

level intends to progressively reduce car use to the benefit of public transport, cycling and 

walking. The feasibility of reducing on-road parking spaces by 16% by 2018 is currently 

assessed. A reform of the parking management was launched in 2011. 

With its urban traffic planning strategy StEP Verkehr, Berlin has developed a very 

comprehensive set of measures aiming at reducing car use in the city. It presents an ambitious 

strategy to reduce car use but also promote cycling and walking as well as public transport. 

The city also promotes and speeds up public transport and cycling, if necessary or useful to 

the disadvantage of cars. It also created measures for mobility management for companies, as 
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well as for commuters, for schools and for elderly people. Car sharing is promoted by 

dedicated parking spaces, and several measures promote multimodal interconnectivity. 

Berlin has a good public transport system with metro, trams and buses. The city aims at 

promoting public transport and increasing its modal share. Berlin has concentrated on 

renovating old network section, stations, has increased frequency and has introduced 

measures for speed increase of busses and trams in the past years. The plans for the future 

include further increase of frequency of the metro, extensions of different tram lines as well 

as improvements in multimodal customer information. 

The city has experienced a long trend towards more cycling and walking during the last 

decade. It has improved the infrastructure for bikes in many aspects. For examples are new 

cycling lanes established on the roads as a rule. Also, many one-way streets can be used by 

cyclists in both directions. There are cycling routes on secondary roads, labelled by signs 

also. 

For more information, please visit: http://sootfreecities.eu/city/berlin 
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